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Abstract

Observing the Moon on July 29, 1953, John J. O’Neill 

reported the sighting of a 12-miles-long bridge on the 

western shore of Mare Crisium, joining Olivium and 

Lavinium promontories. By a careful follow up of the region 

throughout different lunar phases, the author shows that 

this is just a “trompe l’oeil” effect due to a combination of 

lights and shadows which, in particular conditions, might 

look suggestive of a bridge.
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Figura 8. Zona del ponte (a sinistra) e chiave di lettura delle sue 

ponte in ombra; c =ombra del ponte sul terreno; d = terreno illumi-

nato dalla luce del Sole che passa sotto il ponte.
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Tabella 1. 

Osservatore Data  Ora TU  Colongitudine ° Altezza del Sole ° Azimut del Sole °

O’Neill  29-07-1953 6h 30m – 8h 20m 127.21 – 128.14 3.24 – 2.34 269.06 – 269.30

Wilkins 1  26-08-1953 22?  117.16  14.15  265.42

Roques  26-09-1953 5h 49m  127.21  2.89  267.81

Moore1  24-12-1953 0h 15m  127.80  2.53  268.73

Moore2, Wilkins2 21-02-1954 1h 10m  125.79  4.90  269.76

Ruggieri  14-10-1954 21h ca.  124  7  266

Favero1  1-09-2004 21h 30m  119.40  12.51  268.05

Favero2  2-09-2004 2h 54m  122.14  9.68  268.75

Favero3  1-10-2004 21h 45m  125.54  6.41  269.98
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